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The Nature Center is buzzing with 
energy these days! Winter has fi nally 
loosened its icy grip and it’s time to 
celebrate a world of rebirth and renewal. 
Our new “All About Birds” birding 
programs take fl ight with the return of 
the spring migration, where you can 
learn new skills or brush up on old ones 
as local expert birders lead beginner and 
intermediate classes and hikes in April 
and May. Inspire your children to become 
stewards of the earth by enrolling them 
in our week-long Summer Outdoor 
Adventure Camps — we’ve added some 
new themes that are sure to entice. We 
hope you will join us on June 11 for “An 
Evening in the Woods,” our summer 
benefi t that has been touted as one of the 
best parties of the year. We are thrilled 
to be honoring Fairmount Minerals this 
year with our Great Blue Heron Award 
for their leadership in sustainable business 

practices and exemplifying the mission 
of the Nature Center. Our strategic 
planning initiative is well underway, 
giving us an opportunity to explore how 
we, as an educational center and natural 
area, can best fulfi ll our mission and 
provide maximum sustainable impact to 
our neighborhood and region. I’d like to 
thank those of you who’ve taken the time 
to let us know your thoughts and invite 
you to continue to do so by emailing us at 
naturecenter@shakerlakes.org. Hope to 
see you on the trails soon!

Kay Carlson
Executive Director

Save the Date! 
Brush Up for Spring Birding — April 5

Experiential Gardening Workshop for 
Families — April 9

Rain Barrel Workshops — April 9 & 16

Audubon Bird Walks — April 10, 17, 24, 
May 1, 8, 15 

Babes in Nature — April 12, May 10, June 7

Pestival 2011 — April 14

Color the Sky with Birds — April 17

BIG/little — April 28, May 16

Beginning Birding Techniques — April 28 
Plant Sale — May 7

Family Bird Walk — May 8, June 5

Spring Migrants Bird Walk — May 12

Wilderness First Aid Training — May 28 & 29

Breeding Birds Walk — June 9, July 14

Summer Benefi t — June 11 

Summer Outdoor Adventure Camp — 
June 20 through August 18 

For more details and other upcoming 
events, please call 216-321-5935 or visit 
www.shakerlakes.org
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Notes from the Director

Volunteer Spotlight
The Nature Center is 
fortunate to have a crew 
of great volunteers to 
help with everything 
from event set-up to 
data entry. Jane Donnell 
has served more than 
650 hours in her fi ve 
years of volunteering at 
the Welcome Desk. She 

answer phones, greets and assists visitors, helps 
with the Duck Pond gift shop, and prepares 
mailings. Currently we are looking to add to 
our volunteer roster, specifi cally Welcome 
Desk volunteers. If you’ve got a knack for 
organization and a friendly disposition we 
want to hear from you!  To volunteer, contact 
Brandon Henneman at 216-321-5935 ext. 237 
or at henneman@shakerlakes.org.   

April, May, June, 2011
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Friends in the News

Family Fireside Night 
In late January nearly 100 young children and 
their families came to the Nature Center to 
gather around the fi replace for an evening of 
nature-themed stories and a puppet show by 
Marisa Matero-Maury, aka The Puppet Lady. 
In addition to munching popcorn and sipping 
hot chocolate, attendees sang and played 
along with interactive songs by Michael 
Buescher and made nature-inspired crafts. 

Leaders in 
Sustainability
The Nature Center is pleased to announce 
that Fairmount Minerals will receive the 
“Great Blue Heron Award” for their 
leadership in corporate sustainability 
practices at our summer benefi t on June 11, 
2011. Bill Conway, Founder and Chairman 
of Fairmount Minerals, will accept the 
award on behalf of the company. 

The recipient of the Great Blue Heron 
Award is a person or organization 
that exemplifi es one or more of the 
three components of the Nature 
Center’s mission to conserve a natural 
area, connect people with nature, and inspire 
environmental stewardship. Through its 
many corporate initiatives designed to 
improve land and water quality, inspire 
their employees to live a “greener” 
life, and make sustainability a way of 
life in the Fairmount family, Fairmount 
Minerals couldn’t be a better example. 
Congratulations Fairmount Minerals!

Visit our new 
website!
www.shakerlakes.org

Breakfast with the Birds 
On February 26, in spite of the snowstorm 
the night before, 200 hardy souls turned 
out for our annual “Breakfast with the 
Birds.” Held in partnership with the Rotary 
Club of Shaker Heights, participants 
enjoyed a pancake breakfast and a birds of 
prey show. Kids had fun making crafts and 
hiking in the snow.



Programs & Community Events

Rain Barrel Workshops
Saturday, April 9, 10:30 to 11:30 am 
at the Cleveland Botanical Garden

Saturday, April 16, 10 to 11 am & 12 to 1 pm 
at the Nature Center
Did you know the typical household uses 172 gallons of water 
every day?  In one year this could fi ll fi ve swimming pools.  Start 
saving money and water now by installing a rain barrel system on 
your home.  $65 for members; $75 for non-members.  For more 
information about the Cleveland Botanical Garden workshop, call 
216-721-1600 ext. 100 or register in advance at www.cbgarden.org. 
Nature Center/Botanical Garden membership benefi ts apply to 
either location.  

Wilderness First Aid Training
May 28 and 29, 8 am to 5 pm
This 16-hour course in Wilderness First Aid is taught by the 
Wilderness Medicine Institute of the National Outdoor Leader-
ship School. The interactive course is designed to provide outdoor 
leaders, guides, and rangers with an introduction to First Aid and 
patient care in remote settings. Emphasis is placed on principles of 
treatment and decision-making, not the memorization of lists. All 
levels of training and experience are welcome. $240 per participant. 
Register by April 1 and receive a $10 discount. To register call 
Phoebe Atkinson at 216-321-5935 ext. 224.

Unless otherwise indicated, all programs are located 
at the Nature Center at Shaker Lakes. For more 
information or to register call 216-321-5935 or visit 
www.shakerlakes.org.

Kids and Family Programs
Experiential Gardening 
Workshop for Families
Saturday, April 9, 10 am to 12 pm
Don’t wait until May to begin your gardening season with your 
kids. Learn some easy ways to start your seeds inside and get a head 
start on your garden. Windows or minimal additional lighting is all 
you need.  $5 per person to cover seed, soil and materials. All ages 
welcome; a parent must accompany children.

Babes in Nature 
You’re never too young to start learning about nature!
2 months to 2 years with caregiver
Offered the second Tuesday of every month
10 to 10:45 am
April 12 – Wake Up Spring!
May 10 – Birds Bursting in Song
June 7 – Summer Sensations  
(Please note: Summer Sensations is held the fi rst Tuesday of the 
month) Fee per stroller is $5 for members; $7 for non-members

BIG/little
Come rediscover nature with your child!
2½ to 3½ years with caregiver
Offered the third Monday every month 
10 to 11:30 am
April 18 – Earth Friends
May 16 – Watch Them Grow
$8 for members; $12 for non-members

Pre-order by April 8 —  all pre-orders will be delivered.
• Choose your plants from the selections in our Plant Sale booklet
• Complete the order form in the Plant Sale booklet (if you didn’t 

receive a booklet in the mail, you can download a PDF from our 
website at www.shakerlakes.org).

• Mail or drop off forms by April 8 with payment to the Nature 
Center — checks, money orders, or credit cards accepted.

• Plants will be delivered May 3 or 4. No pick-ups on pre-orders. 
Delivery fee is $15 for members, $25 for non-members. 

Plant Sale Day — Saturday, May 7, 9 am to 12 pm
Another selection of beautiful plants will be available for purchase 
in the parking lot of the Nature Center, including home-propagated 
and native selections.

2011 Plant Sale
Dreaming of gardening weather? The Nature Center at Shaker Lakes Plant Sale 

is an annual tradition that helps you make your gardening dreams a reality. 

Two easy ways to purchase your plants:  



All About Birds

With a fanfare of chirps, cheeps, and squawks we are excited to 
announce a new series of programs and hikes titled, “All About 
Birds!” This series includes activities for youth as well as adults. 
Beginners build new skills while more advanced programs help 
experts brush up rusty eyes and ears – just in time for spring 
migration. To stay up-to-date on all things birds at the Nature 
Center or for more information visit www.shakerlakes.org.  

Programs
Brush Up for Spring Birding — Tuesday, April 5, 7:30 to 9 pm

Laura Gooch will help you sharpen your bird identifi cation skills 
for spring. Beginners welcome.

Color the Sky with Birds —  Sunday, April 17, 2 to 4 pm
Katrina Heinzen gives an introduction to the amazing spring 
bird migration for children ages six and up and their parents.

Beginning Birding Techniques — Thursday, April 28, 7 to 8:30 pm
Julie West teaches how to fi nd birds, get up-close and personal 
with binoculars, and use a fi eld guide to understand what you 
are seeing.  

Hikes
Audubon Spring Bird Walks – Sundays, April 10, 17, 24, 

May 1, 8, and 15. Meet in the Nature Center parking lot at 
7:30 am.

Family Bird Walk – Celebrate Mother’s Day with the Migration 
Sensation! Sunday, May 8, 3 to 5 pm

Spring Migrants Bird Walk – Thursday, May 12, 7 to 9 pm
Family Bird Walk – Sunday, June 5, 3 to 5 pm
Breeding Birds Bird Walk I – Thursday, June 9, 7 to 9 pm
Breeding Birds Bird Walk II – Thursday,  July 14, 7 to 9 pm

Marsh Restoration Planting Week
Monday, May 23 through Saturday, May 28 
The next big step in the Nature Center’s Marsh Restoration Project 
is to plant native wildfl owers, grasses, shrubs, and trees. Join us to 
help restore and beautify the marsh!  Schedule a day to volunteer to 
get your hands dirty – we have 3,000 wildfl owers and grasses, 200 
shrubs, and 20 large trees that need to get into the ground. 
To sign up for a day to volunteer, contact Brandon Henneman at 
216-321-5935 ext. 237 or at henneman@shakerlakes.org.  

B’earthday Party!
Do you have a child with a spring birthday?  The Nature Center at 
Shaker Lakes is the perfect place for your three to 10 year-old to 
celebrate their big day. B’earthday parties go a step beyond piñatas 
and balloons.  At a B’earthday Party children are engaged in fun, 
interactive nature themed outdoor activities led by one of our staff 
naturalists. The Nature Center boasts a fully equipped kitchen and 
plenty of indoor space to help make the special day a complete 
success.  To schedule a B’earthday Party, contact Beverly Barr at 
216-321-5935 ext. 235 or at barr@shakerlakes.org. 

Explore Nature Inside & Out

Summer
Outdoor Adventure Camps
June 20 through August 18

• Full day camps for children ages 5-13

• Half-day camps for ages 2½-5

• Overnight camps for children ages 11-15 including 
a 5-day Eco-Adventure camp in West Virginia

• Off-site fi eld trips and new rockwall climbing classes

• Limited scholarships available

• For more information or to register, contact the 
Nature Center at (216) 321-5935 or visit 
www.shakerlakes.org



Donors & New Members

New Members
The Bordeaux Family
Scott Bethel Bowen
Mike Capozella
Dulcey Barr & Brian Gingerich
Margaret Hoff
Andrea Leland
Gregg Lustig
Christa McHale
Patricia & Larry Mealy
Karen Herpl Murray
Jen & Laszlo Nagy
April Schlegelmilsch
Jamie Smialik & Josh Stephens
M. Daley & S. Szarek
Karen Webb

$100 to $499
Anonymous 
James & Sharon Abel
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce H. Akers
David S. Barnes MD & Elizabeth S. Babcox MD
Geoffrey & Maryann Barnes
Mary & Kevin Barnes
Doug & Carolyn Barr
Mrs. Margaret Barratt
Kimberly Barton and Douglas Orr
Bob & Mimi Bathgate
Constance Magoulias & David Beach
Leslie Meriam Bell
Kathleen M. & James D. Bond
Beth Sersig & Christopher Brandt
Paul Brentlinger
Jenny & Glenn Brown
Kelly S. Burgan
Eileen Burkhart
Connie G. & Peter N. Calvert
Mr. & Mrs. Homer Chisholm
Laura & Mac Chisolm
Ann & Tom Cicarella
Christopher & Nancy Coburn
Jon Adams & Pam Conover
David and Inez Myers Foundation
Albert DeGulis
Gregory J DeGulis
Ruth Skuly & Leo A. Deininger
Nancy DiIulio
Mr. Robert Duvin
Mrs. Marian Eichar
Stephanie & Bill Eisele
Hamilton & Lin Emmons
Environmental Fund for Ohio
John & Elizabeth Feighan
Jane & James Finley
Mary Foti
Mrs. Phyllis Froimson
Mrs. Catherine Fuller

Claudia & David Fulton
Meg & Chris Furey
Scott & Ann Garson
Pamela George-Merrill
Mr. & Mrs. Walter P. Ginn
Mrs. Carol Gobel
David J. Goldberg
Helen Manning
Peter & Joanne Griesinger
Sally K. Griswold
Joon Li Kim & Robert Gudbranson
Mrs. John A. Hadden
Kirsten & Tom Hagesfeld
Judith & Russell Hall
Ms. Gretchen Hallerberg
Albert A. & Robert E. Hanes
Scott & Mary Lynn Harper
Mr. & Mrs. George Hawk
Ann T. Herbruck
David & Dozie Herbruck
Jodie & Jon Herbst
Mr. John Herrick
Annemarie & Ulrich Hopfer
Mr. & Mrs. John E. Horner
J. Robert & Priscilla C. Horst
Dr. & Mrs. Lansing C. Hoskins
Peter B. Imrey
Adam Jacobs
Karen & Marc Jaffe
Carl M. Jenks
Mrs. Anne C. Juster
Carole J. Kass
Dennis & Ruth Kenny
Larry & Joy Kent
Dolores & Jim Kleinman
Stewart & Donna Kohl
Lynn Landmesser
John S. & Janet P. Larson
Christiane & Pierre Lavertu
Kathy & Tom Leiden
Robert & Edna Lemmers
Janet Nesse & Mark Lewis
Cynthia B. Limbocker
Barbara A. Lipscomb
Fred & Pearl Livingstone
Gordon G. Long
Susan & Bruce Lowe
Lia & Bruce Lowrie
Mr. & Mrs. Edward A. Lozick
The Lubrizol Foundation
Neil & Susan Luria
Mary Neagoy & Ed Markey
Kay Martin & Dennis Keating
Joe & Eleni Matts
Susan Mayer-Livingston
Christopher C. & Gaylee J. McCracken
Mr. Homer McDaniel

David McDonald
The McGinness Foundation, Suzanne 

McGinness, Trustee
Diana & Dan Medalie
Tim & Sharon Mendelsohn
Irene & Trent Meyerhoefer
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Michaels
Microsoft Giving Campaign
Edith D. Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Curtis E. Moll
Michael & Carol Montlack
Marge & Dan Moore
Joe & Sheri Morford
Mr. John Mulligan
Julia H. Mulligan
Raymond and Katie Murphy
William S. Newby
Evelyn B. Newell
Mary C. North
Carol & Carlos Nunez
John Payne
John & Jean Piety
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Pollock
Aaron Proweller & Diana Ramirez
Mr. Pejavar Rao
Meg & Jon Ratner
Neal Restivo
Sarah and Bill Robertson
Amy & Kenneth Rogat
Dr. & Dr. Michael F. & Nancy J. Roizen
Jim & Connie Roop
Miriam & Melvin Rosenthal
Mr. & Mrs. James A. Saks
Dell & Lou Salza
The Sarah Lamade White Foundation
Jim & Nancy Schade
Virginia Weiss & Steve Sedam
Koyen & Baiju Shah
Patricia Burgess & John Shelley
Alice S. Sherman
Leonard Steinbach
William Stewart
Lael Stone
William & Edith Taft
Nelson Talbott
Jeffrey Teeter
George & Janice Thompson
Tim & Linda Tuthill
Greg & Monica Van Niel
Wendy & Michael Van Niel
Molly & Dan Walsh
Chris & Jim Wamsley
Diane & Matthew Warren
Cooper & Debbie White
Dennis Wilcox & Shelley Kazan-Wilcox
Sue & Stan Williams

$500 to $999
Anonymous (2)
Cynthia Bassett
Anne Melby Clapp
Chas & Jenn Grossman
Mr. & Mrs. John A. Horner, Jr.
Susan Kent & Benjamin Sperry
Nancy & Neal Lavelle
Marjorie & Bert Moyar
Randy & Amy Paine
Dorothy M. Sawyer
Barbara & Terry Shockey
The Sherwin-Williams Foundation
The Stone Oven Bakery, Inc.
William Watterson & Melissa Richmond
Mr. & Mrs. Charles D. Weller
Caroline Whitbeck & David Neelon
Mr. & Mrs. Edward S. Young

$1000 and above
Anonymous (4)
Stanley & Hope Adelstein
Mrs. Kathleen Barber
Mhoire and Scott Cade
Mr. & Mrs. Peter A. Carfagna
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Carlson
Kathryn A. Carlson
Charles Lanthrop Pack Trust
Mr. & Mrs. Henry C. Doll
John Eakin
Eva L. & Joseph M. Bruening Foundation
Kristin & Josh Gibbs
Ann Pearson & Matt Goldman
Ms. Laura Gooch & Dr. David Kazdan
Alex & Traci Herbruck
Mr. & Mrs. John A. Horner, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Johnson
Joseph P. & Nancy F. Keithley
Dr. & Mrs. John T. Makley
The Milton and Tamar Maltz Family 

Foundation
The Murch Foundation
Mrs. Alfred M. Rankin
James & Donna Reid
Amanda & Kurt Ringenbach
John & Sally Schulze
Sears-Swetland Family Foundation

All listings refl ect information received December 1 through February 28. The Nature 
Center makes every effort to list contributions correctly. If you have a correction, 
please contact Jessica Davis at (216) 321-5935 ext. 232.
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Rent the Nature Center 
for Your Next Event
Do you have an intimate party or special event for up to 100 
people coming up? Bring your meeting, wedding, birthday party or 
banquet to the Nature Center. 

The Nature Center houses classrooms, a meeting room, exhibit 
areas, a kitchen, restrooms, and gift shop. Rentals can start as early 
as 8 am by special arrangement, and can go as late as midnight.

Programs led by Nature Center naturalists are available for a fee 
by previous arrangement. A microphone, chalkboard and easel are 
readily available. A slide projector, television, VCR, DVD player, 
LCD projector and sound system can also be reserved for a fee.

Our Friends Pavilion is available on a fi rst-come basis, except 
when reserved. Portions of our trails can also be reserved for 
photographic sessions, picnics or special events. 

Contact Beverly Barr at 216-321-5935 ext. 235 or email 
barr@shakerlakes.org for rental rates and more information.


