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Cattails Be Gone! Green Experts at Nature Center

Prepare to Pounce on Marsh Restoration

The Nature Center at Shaker Lakes receives EPA grant to remove cattails and other invasive species in marsh
Cleveland, Oh – August 2nd, 2010 – The Nature Center at Shaker Lakes today announced their plans to restore its marsh to its original splendor thanks to a two-year, $78,665 grant from the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency through the Cuyahoga County Surface Water Improvement Fund.

Over the next two years the green experts at the Nature Center, along with a corps of volunteers, will work to remove invasive plant species that have taken over the marsh located in the northeast and northwest quadrants of the Center’s 20-acre property.  Many visitors to the marsh don’t know the cattails that blanket the area, specifically the narrow-leaved cattails, are an invasive species with astounding reproductive power that are considered one of the worst in northeast Ohio.  They not only compete with native plants for water, sunlight, and nutrients, but also drastically reduce biological diversity.  

“Our goal is to ensure the long-term biological health of our wetland habitat,” says Kay Carlson, Executive Director of the Nature Center at Shaker Lakes.  “By eliminating invasive species and reintroducing a diversity of native plants, we will improve water quality, flood control, and the overall health of the marsh.”

In the first year of the project, the invasive species, including cattails, will be removed from the main area of the marsh, while during the second year the focus will be on the marsh perimeter.  Several methods will be used to treat the invasive plants, including cutting, hand pulling, and spraying with a low-percentage herbicide that is not harmful to aquatic life.

“With more than 25,000 people visiting the Nature Center each year, it’s important that we educate the public about what wetlands are, what they do, and why they are so important to our environmental landscape,” says Sarah Cech, Nature Center Natural Resource Manager.  “It’s easy to say we are getting rid of tons of cattails, but it’s so much more.  We’re excited about the opportunity to bring the marsh back to a state that provides a healthier habitat for wildlife and fosters education, research opportunities, and awareness of wetland restoration.”

The public is encouraged to attend the first of a series of town halls on September 2nd from 7pm to 9pm at the Nature Center to learn more about the marsh restoration, volunteering, and to answer questions.  Attached is a pictorial time line of how the marsh has changed as well as a rendering of what the marsh will look like upon completion of the project.

The Nature Center at Shaker Lakes was founded in 1966 as the result of a grassroots community effort to preserve the Shaker Parklands from becoming the route for a new freeway connecting Cleveland's East Side to downtown. The mission of the Nature Center is to conserve a natural area, connect people with nature, and inspire environmental stewardship.  The Nature Center is recognized as a model urban environmental resource that welcomes all and enriches people's lives through education, innovative programs, and community involvement.  The Nature Center is listed on the National Register of Historic Places and has been designated a National Environmental Education Landmark (U.S. National Park Service), an Important Bird Area (Audubon Society), and an official Wildlife Habitat site (National Wildlife Federation).  
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