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Sold Out Pestival = Lots of Yum!

The Nature Center at Shaker Lakes hosts nearly 200 guests at 5th Annual Pestival
Cleveland, Oh - Friday, April 16, 2010 – The Nature Center at Shaker Lakes today hosted its 5th Annual Pestival – an event featuring creative cuisine made from garlic mustard, an edible, invasive plant pulled from the grounds of the Nature Center.  Wildly popular, the event was sold out within a week of the event with many people being put on a waiting list. 

“This event has been growing almost as fast as the mustard greens.  It’s no surprise that this year’s Pestival was sold out,” said Kay Carlson, Executive Director of the Nature Center at Shaker Lakes.  “The chefs do such a great job of making something that would normally be pulled from the ground and thrown out into something delicious.”

Guests nibbled on fare from regional top chefs that included garlic mustard cornbread with black bean salsa, beef shabu shabu with garlic mustard edamame mashed potatoes, and even a dessert of tarts filled with an almond cream cake, garlic mustard root milk chocolate ganache, and garlic mustard leaf mousse.

The longest standing participating Pestival chef, Sergio Abramof of Sergio’s in University Circle and Sarava at Shaker Square, makes this event an annual must.  “I have a long history of loving the Nature Center.  I took my son there on nature walks when he was younger – it’s near and dear to my heart.  I love helping out for a good cause.” 

The 2010 Pestival corporate sponsor was Wellspring Financial Advisors and Kimberly Dyer served as Event Volunteer Chairperson.  For a complete listing of Pestival chefs and their creations, go to www.shakerlakes.org.

The Nature Center at Shaker Lakes was founded in 1966 as the result of a grassroots community effort to preserve the Shaker Parklands from becoming the route for a new freeway connecting Cleveland's East side to downtown. The mission of the Nature Center is to conserve a natural area, connect people with nature, and inspire environmental stewardship.  The Nature Center is recognized as a model urban environmental resource that welcomes all and enriches people's lives through education, innovative programs, and community involvement.
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